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Public Citizen

Job Description

Title:


Deputy Director

Department:

Global Trade Watch

Reports to:

GTW Director

The Deputy Director is responsible for assisting the Director in coordinating and overseeing the diverse programs of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch (GTW), including various grassroots, national and international campaigns and vibrant research and press operations. 

Global Trade Watch designs strategies and campaigns that operate simultaneously on the local, state, national and international levels to challenge the globalization model represented by NAFTA and WTO. We simultaneously fight for more economically fair, socially just, environmentally sustainable and democratic alternatives. Our work seeks to make the diverse, measurable outcomes of the current corporate-led globalization model accessible to the public, press, and policy-makers, while emphasizing that if the results are not acceptable, then the model can and must be changed. The goal of our U.S. grassroots and public education work is to empower people, the majority of whom are the losers under the status quo model, so as to build demand for change. Given the role that the U.S. government and corporations play promoting the current damaging globalization model, Global Trade Watch’s commitment to changing U.S. policy is a key contribution to the inspiring global justice movement with whom we work internationally. 

The Deputy Director is based at Global Trade Watch’s Washington, D.C. headquarters and works with GTW’s D.C. team, field staff across the country and allied organizations in the U.S. and abroad. Global Trade Watch’s Deputy Director works with the Director and the Senior Staff Team to develop strategies and campaigns. The Deputy Director coordinates the activities of the Field, Research, State and Local, Administrative and Press departments to ensure that the entire group operates together effectively. The Deputy Director helps develop and maintain relationships with allied organizations and grasstops leaders. The Deputy Director works with the Director to recruit, train and manage staff. The Deputy Director supervises all GTW operations when the Director is on travel. The Deputy Director works closely with the Director to conduct Global Trade Watch’s fundraising program and manage Global Trade Watch’s finances. Global Trade Watch is an active member of the national Citizens Trade Campaign coalition and the Our World Is Not for Sale global network.
Specific Responsibilities: 

1. Primary responsibility for the day-to-day coordination and management of a fast-paced, highly flexible legislative, field, media, and research operation.

2. Ensure effective communication between the multifaceted elements of varied but inter-related campaign efforts to maximize the effectiveness of complementary skills of a team of 10-15 personnel and close co-operation with allies and coalitions.  

3. Serve as supervisor of GTW staff and as team liaison to other Public Citizen divisions and Public Citizen’s President’s office when Director is on travel.

4. Recruit, hire, train, and be involved with all personnel matters including creating professional development plans, increasing staff skill and leadership capacity, conducting evaluations, and making decisions about probations, promotions, and grievances, in consultation with the Director.

5. Work with Director to shape policy priorities and annual budget for the group and to oversee finances and legal issues relating to foundation grants, lobbying reporting and more.

6. Develop strategy with Director and senior organizers to expand vast and effective field operation to build grassroots and grasstops action to achieve our goals, including via electronic outreach programs.

7. Work with Director and Research Director and other staff to ensure professional, accurate, and timely publication of key analyses, reports, Fact Sheets, Testimony, and other important documents and dissemination of information, including overseeing webmaster to keep website up-to-date and interesting.

8. Work closely with the Director to conduct Global Trade Watch’s fundraising program, which includes foundation outreach, grant writing and reporting; electronic solicitations; high donor outreach; organizing fundraising events and a paid speakers’ bureau.

9. Other duties and responsibilities as assigned.

Requirements:

1. Education:  Bachelors degree preferred – equivalent experience may be substituted. Degree or training in management a plus.

2. Work Experience: Position requires a minimum of 5 years experience in advocacy, campaigning, Hill staffing or communications dealing with legislative or issues campaigns. Minimally 3 years of supervisory experience. Experience in foundation and other fundraising a plus.

3. Knowledge: Familiarity with the legislative process, grassroots organizing and media; familiarity with the U.S. non-governmental organization and labor sectors. Familiarity with Congress and political protocol. Familiarity with fundraising and team management. Working knowledge of trade and globalization issues a plus, however we will invest in training a candidate with strong campaigning and management skills and commitment to Global Trade Watch’s goals.

4. Skills: Excellent political judgment. Excellent organizing skills regarding time management, prioritization and follow through. Ability to effectively lead and manage people under often changing and sometimes stressful campaign conditions. Proven experience in developing and executing multifaceted campaigns. Excellent interpersonal, writing and verbal skills are required. 

5. Capabilities: High energy and enthusiasm. Ability to work well with a wide range of people. Works well under pressure. Can handle multiple tasks at once and adapt to changing situations.

6. Conditions: Strong interest in and commitment to the public interest and promoting the goals of Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch. Minimum 3 year commitment. 

Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch

The mission of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division is to ensure that in this era of globalization, a majority have the opportunity to enjoy America's promises: economic security, a clean environment, safe food, medicines and products, access to quality affordable services such as health care and the exercise of democratic decision-making about the matters that affect their lives.

Public Citizen started working on globalization and ‘trade’ issues in 1991 when we recognized that we needed to do so simply to remain effective with respect to the public health, consumer safety, environmental and economic justice goals Public Citizen had promoted over decades. Motivating this strategic initiative was our realization that today’s international commercial agreements, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), implementing the current corporate-led form of globalization were no longer mainly about trade. Rather these far-reaching agreements were backdoor delivery mechanisms for expansive enforceable policies designed explicitly to limit governments’ role in regulating the economy and to eliminate many of the public interest safeguards Public Citizen and like-minded organizations and activists had won over decades.

Since its inception in 1995, GTW has been a leader in popularizing the trade debate by connecting seemingly arcane “trade” policies to peoples’ everyday experiences – and helping people make a difference in the future of “globalization” by giving them the tools they need to educate their communities, hold Congress accountable for policy choices, and hit the streets to protest. For more information, please see our website: www.citizen.org/trade or www.tradewatch.org 
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