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Good evening, my union sisters, brothers, and siblings! 

This past year was an incredible one for the DC-region’s labor movement. Metro Washington Council, AFL-
CIO Affiliates across our region won tremendous victories in 2023, including new contracts with higher 

wages, better conditions, and better benefits for workers and our families. 

It often takes years to make these victories possible. In 2023, many of  our Affiliate unions continued 
putting in the work to build the power it takes to win. This work takes dedicated organizing, and while that 
isn’t always visible it is the force that makes our movement possible.  The 2023 year also saw an insurgent 

movement of  new organizing across the country and here in our region. #HotLaborSummer turned 
immediately into #HotLaborFall as workers in a diversity of  industries unionized for the first time. 

Energetic leadership and a united movement made these victories possible, and we are here tonight to 
celebrate all of  it. From the picket line to the bargaining table to community services and beyond, our 

victories are made possible by a union movement that moves in solidarity, and leaders who do what it takes 
to think big and build a movement for all of  us.  Evening with Labor is about celebrating some of  the 

organizations and individuals who demonstrated particularly exemplary leadership over the last year. I am 
proud to be part of  the celebration tonight as the newly elected president of  Metro Washington Council, 
AFL-CIO. In my new role, I know it takes all of  us to make this movement possible. I look forward to 

celebrating with you tonight and building together in the year ahead.

Welcome

Board Members:
Robin Burns, DCNA

Tom Clark, IBEW 26

William Davis, IBT 639

Daniel Fields, SEIU 722

Stephen Frum, NNU

Donald Havard, IUOE 99

Ottis Johnson, AFGE District 14

Roxana Mejia, IUPAT DC 51

Kayla Mock, UFCW

David Pendleton, SMART-TD 1470

​Jacqueline Pogue-Lyons, AFT WTU 6

Wanda Shelton-Martin, NNUHHCE/
AFSCME DC 1199

T. Smalls, Plumbers and Gasfitters Local 5

Michael Spiller, OPEIU 2

Jessica Tamayo, LCLAA

Corey Upchurch, AFSCME District Council 20

Trustees:
Chris Roell, Workers United

Chris Madello, Steamfitters UA Local 602

David Richardson, AFGE 12

Bringing Labor Together Since 1896
www.dclabor.org 

Officers: 
President: Samuel Epps, UNITE 
HERE Local 25
1st Vice President: Greg Bowen, 
ATU 689
2nd Vice President: Chuck Clay, 
IATSE 22
3rd Vice President: Herbert Harris, 
BLET/IBT 482
Secretary: David Hoagland, DC Fire 
Fighters Assoc. IAFF 36
Treasurer: Vacant
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45th Annual
Evening with Labor

PROGRAM
WELCOME

Herbert Harris Jr, Chairman – Dinner Committee 

INTRODUCTION OF MASTER OF CEREMONY
Sam Ford, WJLA ABC 7, Former News Reporter / DC Bureau Chief  

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  /  INVOCATION

AWARD PRESENTATIONS 
Organizing Award: District of  Columbia / Nurses Association 

Golden Picket Award: Washington / Baltimore News Guild 
Thomas Bradley Community Service Award: Chris Biondi, Plumbers Local No. 5

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE

DINNER 

AWARD PRESENTATIONS 
Outstanding Citizen and Outstanding Ally Award: Dejah Desiree Williams 

Joslyn N. Williams / Vanguard Award: Dena Briscoe, APWU Local 140 
J.C. Turner Award for Outstanding Trade Unionist of  the Year:

Emiliana Sparaco, National Field Director, NPEU/ IFPTE – Local 70 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Samuel A. Epps IV, President - Metropolitan Washington Council  

DANCING / ENTERTAINMENT
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Sam Ford recently retired as the DC Bureau Chief for 
7News and WJLA 24/7.  He had been with WJLA-TV for 
more than 36 years. He has been a broadcaster for more 

than 50 years, starting with radio stations in Kansas and 
Minnesota before moving on to television.

Previous to WJLA, Sam spent a decade as a correspondent for 
CBS News. During his tenure at the network, he was stationed 
at CBS bureaus in New York, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C. 
Prior to CBS, he reported for WCCO-TV in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  Sam is a founding member of  the National 

Association of  Black Journalists. His journalistic awards 
include: AP, New York, Edward R Murrow and several regional 

Emmys. And in his last six months at WJLA, he was showered 
with prestigious awards: from the Washington Association of  Black 

Journalists to the Silver Circle of  the National Academy of  Arts and 
Sciences to the DC Pro Chapter Hall of  Fame by the Society of  

Professional Journalists.

In his 40 years in the nation’s capital, he says he has covered everything from the White House to the crack house. His 
focus at WJLA was mainly the District of  Columbia government, life and crime. He is extremely interested in history, 
particularly Black history. He traces some of  his ancestry to slaves owned by American Indians in Oklahoma. He is a 
voting citizen of  the Cherokee Nation. It turns out that his father’s ancestors likely came from what today is Nigeria. 
Ford learned that from the new method of  tracing roots through DNA. Ford has traveled to Nigeria twice looking for 
further clues as to his ancestry.

He was married to journalist and media specialist Gloria Murry Ford for 40 years until her death in 2021. They 
have a son and a daughter: Murry Ford, a hospital vice president in Atlanta, Georgia and Gina Ford, a strategic 
communications director in Maryland.

Sam, a Kansas native, is a graduate of  the University of  Kansas William Allen White Journalism School. He did 
graduate studies at the University of  Minnesota. He’s been honored as a Broadcast Journalism “Trailblazer” by the 
Kansas African American Museum.

Sam is an active member of  the historic Ebenezer United Methodist Church on Capitol Hill, where he is lay leader, 
Sunday School teacher and an occasional organist for Sunday morning worship services.

2024 Master of
Ceremony

Sam Ford
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Sponsors
45th Annual

EVENING with LABOR
PLATINUM
Constellation

Regan Associates, Chartered

GOLD
AFGE District 14

IAFF 36
IBEW 26

Teamsters 639
UNITE HERE and UNITE HERE Local 23

UNITE HERE 25

SILVER
ATU 689
IAMAW

Northern Virginia Labor Federation
Steamfitters 602

UFCW 400

BRONZE
Congressman David Trone (D), Maryland – 6th District

IATSE 22
Murphy Anderson PLLC

O’Donoghue & O’Donoghue
Plumbers 5
SEIU 722
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After nearly 10 months of organizing, registered nurses at The George Washington University 
Hospital (GWUH) voted overwhelmingly on July 1, 2023 to elect the District of Columbia Nurses 
Association as their collective bargaining representative. The total amount of bargaining unit nurses 

is over 700, one of the largest union wins in the DC area in years. 

The owner and operator of  GWUH, Universal Health Services, a multi-billion dollar for profit corporation, 
conducted a scorched earth anti-union campaign, which included the firing of  a union supporter, multiple instances 
of  tearing down union flyers legally placed in breakrooms, constant surveillance of  nurses to determine who 
supported the union and a variety of  other actions that violated the National Labor Relations Act.
DDCNA awaits the NLRB decision certifying the union and the issuance of  numerous unfair labor practice 
complaints.  DCNA thanks the labor community for all of  its support over the past year. 

2024
Organizing Award

Recipient

District of Columbia 
Nurses Association
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Washington-Baltimore News Guild, News Guild-CWA Local 32035, is the union for more than 3,000 
news, information, nonprofit and labor organization workers in the mid-Atlantic and beyond. 
Together, we hold our employers accountable and ensure that our workplaces reflect our values, 

which include ensuring everyone is free from harassment and retaliation, earns equal pay for equal work and 
has a voice in their workplace.
 
Whether the strike at the Washington Post leading to the best CBA for members in over 50 years, mobilization at 
the AFL-CIO to achieve pay raises for the first time in 10 years, an 18-month contract campaign at Politico & E&E 
News to achieve their first contract, WBNG has been using collective action to make gains at the bargaining table and 
improve contracts across the local and also show our solidarity with other unions in the communities where members 
live and work.

2024
Golden Picket Award

Recipient

Washington-Baltimore 
Newspaper Guild
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Chris Biondi is the current Training Director for the 
Washington DC Joint Plumbing Apprenticeship Committee 
(JATC). He is finishing his 20th year with Plumbers and 

Gasfitters Local 5. Starting as a Helper in 2003 with W.L. Gary 
Co. Inc., Chris was accepted into the Local 5 Apprenticeship for 
the 2003/04 school year. He was mentored by some of UA Local 
5’s best plumbers. Chris was given a small tenant project to run for 
Georgetown University late in his second year of apprenticeship, 
supervising third- and fourth-year apprentices who were none-too-
happy to work for someone who “couldn’t even put together a 
water closet carrier”. Eventually, they taught him how. He moved 
into the Gary BIM (Building Information Modeling) Department 
in the winter of his third year, drawing two-dimensional project 
plans briefly and moving to 3D modeling shortly thereafter. 
Chris graduated from the apprenticeship as salutatorian and began 
teaching classes at night while rising to the responsibilities of BIM 
Department Manager at his day job.

After 14 years at W.L. Gary, Chris Biondi moved over to Harris Mid-
Atlantic to run their BIM/VDC (Virtual Design in Construction) dept., 

where he worked until accepting the Training Director position in January of  2020, two months before the outbreak 
of  COVID-19. In his four years he has sought to improve inclusivity and outreach along with updating curricula 
and in-class construction projects. Chris takes extreme pride in the things and places he has built or remodeled: 
Children’s National Medical Center, The Hamilton, The Kennedy Center, The National Zoo, The Phillips Collection, 
The Pentagon, The Supreme Court, and The Washington Monument, just to name a few. He has touched colleges, 
community centers, hospitals, military bases, museums, and K-12 schools. What he takes the most pride in, by far, is 
offering members of  the communities in which Plumbers Local 5 works, the opportunity to create the same successes 
that he found and continues to find by supporting workforce development around our nation’s capital and by working 
for labor in MD, Virginia, and Washington DC.

The successes of  the apprenticeship would not be possible without the tireless efforts of  an incredible team of  
administrators and instructors, and without the support of  a progressive and proactive JATC.

2024
Thomas Bradley CSA 

Award Recipient

CHRIS BIONDI
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Déjah Désirée Williams, MPP, is a dynamic leader 
and public policy expert committed to driving 
positive change and empowering communities. 

With a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Texas 
A&M University and a Master’s in Public Policy from 
Northeastern University, Déjah Désirée possesses a strong 
academic background in democratic principles and economics.

Throughout her career, Déjah Désirée has held key positions in 
government, political campaigns, and advocacy organizations, 
demonstrating exceptional leadership and strategic acumen. 
As a Senior Advisor in the Maryland Department of  Labor, 
she advises top officials on critical decisions, crafts legislative 
strategies, and coordinates media communications. Her role as 
Chief  of  Staff  in the Prince George’s County Council and the 
Maryland General Assembly further showcases her ability to 

manage complex legislative portfolios, foster community partnerships, and drive impactful policy initiatives.

Déjah Désirée’s dedication to labor rights and advocacy is evident in her tenure as the Political and Legislative 
Director at the Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO, where she built coalitions, advocated for labor-specific 
issues, and led successful lobbying efforts across multiple jurisdictions.

In addition to her professional achievements, Déjah Désirée is an active member of  several organizations, including 
the Washington-Baltimore News Guild - CWA Local 32035, the National Coalition of  100 Black Women - Anne 
Arundel Chapter, and the Miriam Chapter No. 24 - Order of  the Eastern Star P.H.A. She also serves as a member of  
The Chief  of  Staff  Association.

Déjah Désirée’s leadership extends beyond her professional roles, as evidenced by her involvement in various 
community initiatives and her commitment to fostering inclusive and equitable environments. In her leisure time, 
Déjah Désirée enjoys delving into presidential biographies, economics podcasts, and political documentaries on 
PBS, reflecting her enduring curiosity and dedication to lifelong learning. With a passion for civic engagement and 
advocacy, Déjah Désirée continues to make meaningful contributions to her community, leveraging her diverse skill set 
and unwavering dedication to social justice and empowerment.

2024
Outstanding Citizen  

and Outstanding Ally 
Award Recipient

Déjah Désirée Williams
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Dena had a fulfilling career as a clerk in the United States Postal Service (USPS) for over 42 years. 
During her tenure, she played a vital role in leading her colleagues through a bio-attack planted 
in the USPS mail stream in 2001. She was selected to be the president of Brentwood Exposed, a 

worker advocacy group, and fearlessly advocated for the safety and well-being of her coworkers during the 
Anthrax crisis.

As the lead plaintiff  in the lawsuit against postal leadership, she worked with the law firm Judicial Watch while guiding 
workers to share evidence and prepare to testify. The federal judge dismissed the case while stating that if  what they 
claimed was true, postal management’s actions were egregious and that federal employees could file FECA claims. The 
judge ruled that the postal defendants were immune to the charges. 

2024
Joslyn N. Williams
Vanguard Award

Recipient
DENA BRISCOE
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For Dena, this fight was more significant than FECA’s claims, as it pertained to management’s written document that 
they knew at least four days before the building was closed Brentwood it was contaminated with lethal anthrax spores 
and the danger. Dena had the case appealed to the US Supreme Court, but the judges decided not to hear the case. 
Her efforts and attention drawn to the treatment helped ensure that affected workers received the needed care and 
resources. 

Dena has since been featured in the 2022 documentary “The Anthrax Attacks: In the Shadow of  9/11”. The 
documentary highlighted the challenges and struggles of  postal workers during the Anthrax threat. She has also 
been highlighted in several anthrax expert books, news articles, media coverage in the U.S. and Canada, interviews 
for National Geographic, and CNN’s upcoming Anthrax Attacks documentary, bioweapons expert forums, medical, 
union, and scientific magazines throughout the years, and collaborations with USPS management to improve worker 
safety conditions in print and actions. 

Dena was elected six times as the local president of  the American Postal Workers Union, Local-140, representing four 
occupational groups of  craft workers. She was involved in various leadership roles, certified over 100 shop stewards, 
chaired over 150 membership meetings, successfully merged three locals into her local union, published over 50 
member newsletters, and addressed hundreds of  workerrelated issues. 

She also served as the Vice Chairwoman for the APWU National Presidents’ Conference for ten years, responsible for 
organizing and ensuring the smooth operation of  the conferences and website daily, communicating with presidents 
nationwide, and sharing updated information throughout the week. 

Dena fought against the US Postal Services’ plan to relocate over 200 workers from Washington, DC, and stopped 
the relocation while leading her board in the fight. She chaired the APWU National Convention Labor Management 
Committee and led her local in hosting the National APWU 2022 Convention and the APWU Maryland State-
DC Convention.  Dena is a member of  her community HOA Board and enjoys providing quality support to her 
neighbors. 

She also mentored young girls in her church and several senior high and elementary school students. Dena remains 
dedicated to workers’ rights advocacy. Although her life has transformed, she maintains a love and passion for the 
council. 

She states, “Thank you all for this prestigious award, which I didn’t expect but accept with high regard. I also thank the person that the 
award is named after, Joslyn “Jos” Williams, who is solely instrumental in leading me into the council.”
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When Emiliana was selected to be the first full-time staff 
member of the Nonprofit Professional Employees Union 
(NPEU), she brought 15-years of organizing and advocacy 

experience to a newly organized workforce, most of whom were  
first-time union members. Her dedication and expertise helped the 
union grow from a few hundred represented workers to thousands in 
less than four years.

Since she began leading the union’s bargaining program, NPEU has 
secured over 30 collective bargaining agreements, 22 of  them first 
contracts. With Emiliana’s leadership, NPEU members have secured 
annual increases, job security, and a greater voice in the important work 
that they do. She negotiated the union’s first COVID impact agreements 
in 2020, leading to dozens of  agreements that set workplace standards 
across the country, and successfully led NPEU through its first strike 
authorization vote in 2022.

Emiliana’s outstanding commitment to the labor movement predates her 
time at NPEU. She has organized and represented workers in both the 
public and private sectors, ranging from county employees and property 

service workers to fast food workers in the Fight for $15. During this period, she also honed her skills in building 
labor movement capacity by serving as an officer and lead negotiator in her own staff  union.

As a political organizer and activist, Emiliana has led successful campaigns to advance proworker policies and 
candidates. She organized GOTV efforts to expand voting options and protect migrant workers in California, and led 
efforts to flip a congressional district from red to blue in 2018.

Emiliana brings an intersectional approach to her union organizing, guiding member-leaders to see themselves and 
their work as part of  a larger social justice movement. As a bicultural and bilingual organizer, Emiliana is dedicated to 
achieving greater justice for working families from all backgrounds. She has also served as a board member of  
non-profit organizations that advocate for immigrants’ rights and youth empowerment.

Today, Emiliana works as the National Field Director for NPEU, Local 70 of  the International Federation of  
Professional and Technical Engineers, AFL-CIO. She continues to work tirelessly to bring more working people into 
the labor movement and is known as a dedicated and talented trade unionist to all who work with her.

2024
J.C. Turner Award

Recipient

EMILIANA SPARACO
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PLATINUM

Powering Maryland. 
Empowering Communities. 
Creating Jobs.

LEARN MORE:

Constellation and Union

Partners Sign Pledge to Increase 

Diversity Among Historically

Underrepresented Groups

Constellation CEO Joe Dominguez 

signs pledge with NABTU President 

Sean McGarvey
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PLATINUM

 

 
 

OVER 40 YEARS OF PROVIDING 
GROUP LEGAL SERVICES TO UNION MEMBERS & THEIR 

FAMILIES 
 

We Salute the Honorees of the  
Evening With Labor Awards 

 
For their continued support and confidence in our group legal 

service benefit plans, we would also like to thank the leadership, 
staff and members of the following unions: 

 
UNITE HERE Local 25 

AFGE Local 2725 
AFSCME Council 93 

SEIU Local 888 
TEAMSTERS Local 25 
TEAMSTERS Local 653 
TEAMSTERS Local 42 
TEAMSTERS Local 59 

1199 SEIU UNITED HEALTHCARE WORKERS EAST 
OPEIU Local 6 

IUPAT Local 1952 
UNITE HERE Local 26 

 
 

 
1101 Connecticut Ave, NW           Old City Hall 
Suite 801           45 School Street 
Washington, D.C. 20036           Third Floor 
           Boston, MA 02108 

 
(202) 393-6000 

www.ReganAssociates.com  
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GOLD

AFGE District 14 
congratulates the honorees of the 

2024 Evening with Labor Awards

Ottis Johnson, Jr.
National Vice President
AFGE District 14
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GOLD
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GOLD



	 45th e v e n i n g  w i t h  l a b o r 	 19

GOLD

PRESIDENT WILLIAM DAVIS, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, BUSINESS 
AGENTS, STAFF AND MEMBERS OF TEAMSTERS LOCAL 639 ARE PROUD 

SUPPORTERS OF THE 2024 EVENING WITH LABOR

Executive Board Agents
President William Davis Carthy Boston
Secretary Treasurer Scott Clark Roland Davis
Vice President Wayne Settles DaWayne Epps
Recording Secretary Chuck Bollino John Estes
Trustee Sandra Hodge Mark Grinevicius
Trustee Sharon Holland Darryl Haden
Trustee Joe Freeman Shawn Matile

Frank Myers
Thomas “Ed” Spilman
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GOLD

In Solidarity We Win!

Congratulations to Samuel Epps  
on your election to president of  

the Metro Washington Labor Council

Gwen Mills
President

Enrique L. Fernández
General Vice President for  

Immigration, Diversity  
and Civil Rights

Rich Maroko
Recording Secretary

Nia Winston
General Vice President
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GOLD
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SILVER
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SILVER

The International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace Workers

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
Brian Bryant

GENERAL SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dora Cervantes

goIAM.org
@MachinistsUnion

IAM International President BRIAN BRYANT
and the EXECUTIVE COUNCIL are proud to support  the

METRO WASHINGTON LABOR COUNCIL AFL-CIO
45TH ANNUAL EVENING WITH LABOR

GENERAL VICE PRESIDENTS
Gary R. Allen
David Chartrand
David Sullivan
Richie Johnsen
Craig Martin
Jody Bennett
Sam Cicinelli
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SILVER

NoVA Labor Salutes Metropolitan Washington Council 
and the 2024 Awardees!
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SILVER



26	 45th e v e n i n g  w i t h  l a b o r

SILVER

  
To celebrate the impact of the labor movement and its victories, dedication, and 

activism of leaders of the past year. 
 

To all who have committed their lives to improving those of others in our 
communities. 

 
To all who have actively dedicated their time to providing a better fortune on behalf 

of their members and members’ families. 
  

In the spirit of solidarity, the Officers, Staff and Members of  
United Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 400  

offer their profound thanks and humblest congratulations! 
  

May your dedication, activism, and commitment serve as an inspiration for all and 
provide us with a hopeful future.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  
 
 
      Mark P. Federici                         Christopher Hoffmann 
President & International Vice President                 Secretary-Treasurer 

 
8400 Corporate Drive, Suite 200, Landover, MD  20785●301-459-3400 ● www.ufcw400.org 

             facebook.com/UFCW400 ● twitter.com/UFCW400 
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BRONZE
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BRONZE
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BRONZE

Murphy Anderson
PLLC

Representing working people since 2008.

“Social  progress  has  always come when

the people on the bottom, who in

organized strength and from the

foundation,  shook the whole structure.”          

-Coretta  Scott  King

We are proud to stand with working people in the fight for dignity and justice. 

W a s h i n g t o n    |    B o s t o n    |    C i n c i n n a t i

w w w . m u r p h y p l l c . c o m
2 0 2 - 2 2 3 - 2 6 2 0

S e  h a b l a  e s p a ñ o l .

Michael T. Anderson      Adam Breihan      Mark Hanna      Mindy K. Holmes   Joni S. Jacobs      
Arlus J. Stephens      Jason R. Veny      Brenda C. Zwack   Grace Anzalone      Nicolas Mendoza      

Ricardo Perez      Nicole Rubin      Adreanna Sellers    Ann Lugbill     Marc H. Rifkind
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BRONZE
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attorneys at Law 

O’Donoghue & O’Donoghue LLP 
is proud to support the 

 Metro Washington Labor Council, AFL-CIO’s 
Evening with Labor 2024. 

 
Congratulations to the 2024 Award Recipients! 

Washington, DC  ●  Annapolis, MD  ●  Philadelphia, PA 

www.odonoghuelaw.com 
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BRONZE
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BRONZE
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The Maryland State and D.C. AFL-CIO proudly joins the 

 

Metropolitan Washington Council AFL-CIO 
Evening with Labor 2024 

 
Congratulations 2024 awardees: 

 
The Thomas Bradley Community Service Award 

Chris Biondi, Training Director, Plumbers & Gasfitters Local 5 
 

Organizing Award, District of Columbia 
DC Nurses Association 

 
Golden Picket Award 

Washington-Baltimore News Guild 
 

Outstanding Citizen and Outstanding Ally Award 
Déjah Désirée Williams, MPP 

 
Joslyn N. Williams Vanguard Award 

Dena Briscoe, APWU Local 140 
 

J.C. Turner Award for Outstanding Trade Unionist of the Year 
Emiliana Sparaco, National Field Director, NPEU/IFPTE Local 70 

 
 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to building a stronger  
labor movement for all workers!  

 

 
 

Donna S. Edwards                              Gerald W. Jackson 
 President                                    Secretary-Treasurer 
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AMERICAN POSTAL WORKERS UNION, AFL-CIO

CongratulatesCongratulates

President, Postal Press Association, APWU
DENA BRISCOEDENA BRISCOE

Recipient of theRecipient of the
JOSLYN N. WILLIAMS VANGUARD AWARDJOSLYN N. WILLIAMS VANGUARD AWARD

On behalf of the officers, members and retirees of the 
American Postal Workers Union, we salute your commitment

 to the working women and men throughout the world in their
continuous struggle for justice, solidarity, and peace.

Mark Dimondstein, President
Debby Szeredy, Executive Vice President

Elizabeth “Liz” Powell, Secretary-Treasurer

Fighting for a Public Postal Service for all Americans
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Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen
District of Columbia — State Legislative Board

In cooperation with

Division 14 & Division 482
VI
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Congratulations to All Awardees
45th Annual - Evening with Labor

BLE&T Officers and Members salute your service and 
dedication to working people and labor movement.

Carlyle L. Smith
First Vice Chairman

Herbert Harris, Jr.
Chairman

Amanda C. Evans
Secretary / Treasurer
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MAY THE ANNUAL EVENING WITH LABOR-     
BE A GREAT SUCCESS!

                                                              
 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF

                                                           OPERATING ENGINEERS LOCAL NO. 77

                                                                        BUSINESS MANAGER
                                                                          JOSHUA VANDYKE

     PRESIDENT                                                  TREASURER
     STEVE FAULKNER                                            BERRY GILROY

     VICE PRESIDENT                                                 EX. BOARD MEMBER
     RAY DENNISON                                                 PAULA MCCRACKEN

     REC./COR. SECRETARY                                                CONDUCTOR
     GREG STROTMAN            JASON DENTON

     FINANCIAL SECRETARY                                                 GUARD
     TRAE LOFTY                                                  REX GILLESPIE
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On behalf of President George Gresham, 

Secretary-Treasurer Milly Silva, MD/DC 

Executive Vice President Lisa Brown, and 

the 450,000 members of 1199SEIU 

United Healthcare Workers East, 

we’re proud to support the 

Metro Washington Council 

of the AFL-CIO’s Evening 

with Labor.
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                     DC Chapter 
of the 

Coalition of Black Trade Unionists 
Executive Board Members, and Staff 

Wishes to Congratulate the  

Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO 
On its 

2024 Evening with Labor 
 

We Salute All of the Awardees for Your Contributions to The 
Labor Movement! 

 
 

Chastity D. McIntosh-Wright 
President 
 

Caryn L. Morgan 
Vice President 
 

Karen Peek 
Treasurer 
 

Lachond Holmes 
Recording Secretary 
 

Britton Loftin 
Trustee 
 

Robin Simpkins 
1st Member At Large 
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© 

AFL-CIO 
 

IATSE Local 868 

TTrreeaassuurreerrss  aanndd  TTiicckkeett  SSeelllleerrss  
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  DDCC,,  NNoorrtthheerrnn  VViirrggiinniiaa  &&  BBaallttiimmoorree  MMDD 

P.O. Box 58129 
Washington, DC  20037 

 
Box Office Professionals for all your ticketing needs! 

Congratulations honorees 
 

from the Members, Officers, and Executive Board of Local 99 
International Union of Operating Engineers, 

proudly standing in solidarity with the Honorees  
and the entire labor community 

OOffffiicceerrss  
 

Donald P. Havard 
Business Manager 

 

Frank C. Barile 
President 

 

Frank M. Brown 
Vice President 

 

Raymond D. Stack 
Recording-Corresponding Secretary 

 

Steven L. Ruppert 
Financial Secretary 

 

Ryan P. Martz 
Treasurer 

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  
 

Steven L. Graham 
 

John E. Hemmer 
 

Mark R. Brandt 
 

Calvin W. Havard 
 

Ian J. Moulden 
 

Ryan P. Martz 
 

John E. Hemmer 
Conductor 

 

Keith Graham 
Guard 

 

International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 99’s Headquarters & Training Center,  
located at 9315 Largo Drive West, Upper Marlboro, MD  20774. 

www.iuoelocal99.org 

Est. 1902 



44	 45th e v e n i n g  w i t h  l a b o r

Standing in solidarity with you!
Paid for by Friends of Lorig Charkoudian: Jill Feasley, Treasurer, Tebabu Assefa, Chair. 

www.LorigD20.com

Congratulates 
the Metropolitan Washington Council, 

the awardees and the hard-working members 

of the local affiliated unions
on the

2024 Evening with Labor
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 
 

TO 

 
 

  ALL OF THE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
                                       

 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for your many years of service promoting social justice, 
 pay equity and worker's rights. 

Maryland and the District of Columbia are better places to  
live and work because of your efforts. 

Sen. Ben Kramer – District 19 

Montgomery County 
 
 

By Authority: Friends of Ben Kramer, Cynthia Craven, Treasurer 

Best Wishes
Metropolitan Washington Council AFL-CIO

on your
Annual Evening with Labor - 2024

 
 Officers:      Board of Directors:
 Ed Malaga, President    Annie Ament
 Patty Hurd, Vice President    Joseph Grimmer
 Marta Bradley, Secretary-Treasurer  Elizabeth O’Hara
        Patrick Plunk
        Jennifer Rende

 (202) 337-9325 www.musiciansdc.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Metro Washington Labor Council
Evening with Labor 2024

A. THOMPSON & ASSOCIATES, INC.A. THOMPSON & ASSOCIATES, INC.

BARBARA CHILDS
EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT

COUNCIL OF SCHOOL OFFICERS
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

LOCAL 4 (AFL-CIO)

ARTHUR LINDER
TREASURER

RICHARD JACKSON
PRESIDENT

DELISA GREEN
SECRETARY

Congratulations
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL 

AFL-CIO AWARDEES 
EVENING WITH LABOR 2024

 

 
DC Council Chairman  

Phil Mendelson 
 
 

Congratulations to the Metropolitan  
Washington Council, AFL-CIO  

on your 45th Annual 
“Evening With Labor”  

 
 

“Organize, and stand together.  Claim something together, and at once; 
let the nation hear a united demand from the laboring voice, and then, 

when you have got that, go on after another; but get something.”  
-Wendell Phillips 

For constituent services contact my office 
at: 

 
1350 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Ste. 504 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 724-8032 
(202) 724-8085 (fax) 
 
chairmancs@dccouncil.gov 
www.chairmanmendelson.com 
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       CONGRATULATES  

                           THE METRO WASHINGTON LABOR COUNCIL, AFL-CIO 
                                 AND THEIR DISTINGUISHED AWARD RECIPIENTS 

                                              AT THE EVENING WITH LABOR 2024 

               AND IN THEIR WORKING TO ADVANCE THE LIVES OF   
      WORKING AND RETIRED AMERICANS IN THE DC METRO AREA   

E-mail:president@marylanddcara.org   Phone: 202.213.4022 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MDDCAllianceRetirees/ 
Website: https://mddc.retiredamericans.org/ 
 

    

COMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZING

Congratulations to 
the 2024 Awardees 
and all of the 
Metro Washington 
Council’s Affiliates 
for your powerful 
work last year.

The Renters Alliance salutes the 2024 
Metro- Washington Council 

Evening with Labor Honorees
Housing is a right. Join us!
www.RentersAlliance.org
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Office (410) 659-2191 

Fax (410) 659-1790 
5735 Industry Lane 

Bld. C, Ste. 101 
Frederick, MD 21704 

www.marjbunion.org.org 

Mid-Atlantic Region- 
Workers United 

Patrick Jones Jr. 
Regional Director 

  




Curious?  Contact annfromdc@gmail.com

Friday, April 12, 2024
Martin’s Crosswinds, Greenbelt, MD

EVENING with 
LABOR

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL, AFL-CIO

th Annual
  
45

Thank You for
Attending the

r
r
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Thank You
45th Annual

EVENING with LABOR
Dinner Committee

Samuel A. Epps IV - UNITE HERE Local 25
Herbert Harris, Jr - BLET / IBT

Greg Bowen - ATU 689
Chuck Clay - IASTE Local 22

Kayla Mock - UFCW 400
Gina Walton - AFGE 1975
Dena Briscoe - APWU 140
Lolita Martin – MWC Staff

Jo Combs – MWC Staff
Tonya Love – MWC Staff

Donita Jackson – MWC Staff

Vendors
Martin’s Crosswinds

FC Production
American Federation of  Musicians / Local 161-710

Yusef  Jones Photography, LLC
Tri-State Printing

Maximay Party Rentals, LLC
Worthy Studio

Arnold Engravers

Wine Sponsor
The Law Office of  Regan Associates, Chartered

Volunteers
A special thank you for all of  your support and contributions.
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Plumbers 5.................................................................................................................................................................... 33

Regan Associates, Chartered...................................................................................................................................... 15
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SEIU 722....................................................................................................................................................................... 34

State Senator Ben Kramer ( D-19) MD.................................................................................................................... 46

Teamsters 639............................................................................................................................................................... 19

UFCW 400.................................................................................................................................................................... 26

UNITE HERE (Combined 23 & 25)....................................................................................................................... 20

UNITE HERE 25....................................................................................................................................................... 21
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WTU 6........................................................................................................................................................................... 39
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Congratulations   
Great to See You - You look Fabulous! 

How about an Autograph? r
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